
Incentives are all about energy, 
harnessing positive energy in 
your people to be their best for 
your business, your customer and 
themselves. We understand that 
rewarding hard work with exceptional 
behind the rope experiences 
motivates your teams to continued 
high performance. Choosing the right 
destination is critical in creating the 
optimum experience for your group 
and that’s where Kilkenny comes in. 

Kilkenny Energy is unique and inimitable, and 
unlike other Medieval cities, Kilkenny embraces 
its Medieval heritage but adds to this a vibrant 
creative and contemporary present. The destination 
offers an intimate, charming and walkable city with 
countryside just a short stretch away.

Kilkenny Energy brings together the creativity of 
design craft, our thirst for culinary excellence, our 
enthusiasm for fun, the wisdom that comes with 
being around since medieval times, our dynamism 
for amazing festivals and events, our passion for 
sport, the power of nature and our outdoors and our 
unwavering dedication to friendliness and inclusion.

Here’s a taste of 
how Kilkenny Energy 
might look for your 
incentive group: 

Incentive Energy 
in Kilkenny 



DAY 1

STAY
Stay in the heart of the city, where a friendly campus 
of comparable hotels are within sight and easy 
walking distance of each other. This immersive multi 
hotel programme gives your participants the feeling 
they are part of an intimate group within the larger 
programme, and the freedom to feel like they are at 
leisure within the structure of the experience. There 
are multiple properties to choose from, offering 
one thousand bedrooms within a mile radius. The 
authentic, Irish hospitality from this closely knit hotel 
community means that you can be assured that 
whichever hotel they call home, your participant will 
have a wonderful, warm and genuine Irish experience 
and leave Kilkenny, feeling like a local. 

Sample two day itinerary:

DO
If meeting requirements are important, Kilkenny 
Ormonde Hotel can offer the perfect space for 
the group to come together to communicate any 
organisational needs. Top off your meeting agenda 
with an inspirational chat with a famous Kilkenny 
Hurler, who will share their experiences on 
building high performance teams and the hights 
and lows of the path to All Ireland success. The 
group can then take to the local playing fields for a 
coaching session in hurling, the fastest field sport 
in the world. 

DINE
This evening, a true Kilkenny welcome awaits- 
Kyteler’s Pub, one of Kilkenny’s most famous 
traditional hostelries, a member of the Irish 
Whiskey Guild, is one of the options for tonight’s 
welcome experience which includes a whiskey 
tasting, paired food menus and a traditional Irish 
session. Visitors get to try their hand at the bodhrán 
(hand drum) and tin whistle and some céilí dancing. 

OR 

Switch locations with a welcome evening in the 
unique surrounds of Smithwick’s Barrel Yard, 
following a tour enjoy the best of food and live 
music in a historic brewery yard transformed into  
a modern hotspot nestled in the heart of Kilkenny. 



DAY 2 DO
Experience Kilkenny Energy 

Throughout the programme, the group can 
choose from an extensive selection of immersive 
experiences which showcase just what Kilkenny 
Energy is all about. Here’s a sample of just a few 
of the different experiences on offer in Kilkenny,  
all of which can be customised. 

•	� Take to the streets with a behind the scenes 
tour of Kilkenny with Shenanigans Walks.

•	� Visit the Smithwick’s Experience Kilkenny 
and imbibe the county’s proudest product, 
Smithwick Ale, or visit Highbank Orchards 
and Ballykeefe Distillery, meet the maker 
and see the passion behind these wonderful 
artisanal and local products.

•	� Walk the medieval mile and visit the Medieval 
Mile Museum for a personalised tour with the 
museum director. 

•	� Take to the river with Go with the Flow, 
river adventures and BoatTrips.ie who build 
bespoke experiences for the group from 
gentle boating, to paddleboarding, kayaking, 
hydrobikes and much more. 

•	� Explore your creative side with meet the 
maker experience at Kilkenny Design Centre, 
Jerpoint Glass Studio and Cushendale 
Woollen Mills. 

Lunch like a Lord

Kilkenny Castle and surrounding area is the 
location for an outdoor lunch featuring a selection 
of artisanal food trucks. Entertainment is provided 
by local city buskers playing the best of Irish and 
international artists. 

Hidden City Garden Experiences 

Kilkenny has a secret – three to be precise, in 
that there are three hidden gardens in the centre 
of the bustle and energy of the destination. 
Located at Rothe House, Butler House and 
Saint Canice’s Cathedral, these special and 
lovely private gardens can be transformed for 
your lunch or evening event. From casual picnics 
to formal gala events, with the addition of live 
entertainment, storytelling, craft experiences or 
expert workshops, consider these gardens a true 
green field, ideal to create a special and bespoke 
experience for your group.



Learn more  

Visit: visitkilkenny.ie/meet  

Email: info@kilkennytourism.ie

CONTACT
This itinerary is only a small sample of a many different 
places to stay, things to do and options to dine. Reach out 
to us now and let us help you to design the perfect Kilkenny 
Energy itinerary for you and your participants. 

DAY 2 DINE
Dine Around

Kilkenny is renowned in Ireland for its strong 
culinary craft, with many award winning 
restaurants to choose from. Tonight the group 
can sample one of these great restaurants, in 
addition to some other special dining experiences 
in Kilkenny. 

Starting with a private viewing of the most 
recent exhibition at Butler Gallery and pre-dinner 
drinks in the beautiful gardens of the gallery, the 
group then disperses to a selection of stunning 
restaurants, to savour Kilkenny on their own terms.

Gala Dinner Options

If your programme calls for a gala event in 
Kilkenny, choose from one of our cool and 
unique venues; 

•	� Pitch a tent on the lawns at Shankill Castle of 
one of our exceptional estates led properties. 

•	  �Order up some artisan food in an Highbank 
Orchards or Ballykeefe Amphitheatre.

•	� Take over the Medieval Mile Museum, Saint 
Canice’s Cathedral or Rothe House for a 
banquet fit for royalty. 

With the best of production teams, professional 
catering and seasonal and local ingredients, 
unique venues come to life and extraordinary 
experiences are crafted.


